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Vision   We are an inviting spiritual community guided by our principles in all that we do.  

Mission

 

The mission of the UCSI is to:  

 

open our hearts and home in order to enrich our community;   

 

extend ourselves to help make the world a better place;   

 

support and nurture people as they search for their own truth; and, 
share the responsibility for sustaining our cherished home.  
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Director of Music, Dr. Carolyn Clark   Supervisor of Buildings & Grounds, Brian Fontana     
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Parsonage:  718-442-1012 

Cell phone:  347-466-0864 

E-mail:  PSKARL3@gmail.com 

Rev. Benjamin D. Bortin, Minister Emeritus 

312 Fillmore St., Staten Island, NY 10301 

Church Phone & Fax: 718-447-2204 

Office Email: uucsi.org@verizon.net 

Website:  www.uucsi.org  

UPCOMING  SERVICES:  

This month we focus on the Season of Renewal and Hope.  

March 7, 10:45 a.m.     
“The Sage-ing Process” 
In the pulpit:  Rev. Susan Karlson Guest Musician:  Daniel Lepek 
Trustee Welcome:  Kathy Santo  Worship Associate:  Linda Santlofer   

   “… ‘For the benefit of who we are and what we may become, it’s good to experience old age.’  This attitude 
enables us to harvest our lives, to bless all that we have lived through—the triumphs and the tragedies, the 
realized dreams and the bitter disappointments, the acts of love and the shock of betrayal—and to convert this 
rich experience into wisdom.”~ Rabbi Zalman Schachter-Salomi, From Aging to Sage-ing:  A Profound New 
Vision of Growing Older 

Our culture denies and attempts to defy the aging process.  Our service will reflect on transforming fear 
and dread into hope and renewed vision as we all age.      

 

March 14, 10:45 a.m.  Daylight Savings Time Begins

  

“Rites of Spring”   

  

In the pulpit:  Rev. Susan Karlson

        

Music:            Kiya Heartwood Worship Associate:  Michael Anderson  

Join us for this service celebrating spring and the regeneration of life.    

 

         
March 21, 10:45 a.m.   
“Dana—Generosity and Stewardship”   
In the pulpit: Rev. Susan Karlson   
Music:            Dr. Carolyn Clark Worship Associate:  Christine Johnson  

"A single act of giving has a value beyond what we can imagine…To give is 
powerful.  That is why the Buddha said that if we knew, as he did, the power of 
giving, we would not let a single meal pass without sharing some of it."   
~Sharon Salzberg, author of Loving-Kindness: The Revolutionary Art of Happiness 

“Dana” is the Pali word for generosity in Buddhism. Of course, generosity and good stewardship are spiritual 
principles that exist in every religion.  This morning’s service is about cultivating a generous spirit and being good 
stewards of the environment, our communities and our spiritual home.    

 

March 28,  10:45 a.m.     

“Liberation Stories”     

In the pulpit: Shared Stories    

As the Jewish festival of Passover approaches, we share stories of personal and community 
liberation. We’ll share more information about this special celebration as our plans unfold.  

http://www.uucsi.org
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Simply Susan       
March, 2010  

Snow covers the yards in our church neighborhood as I write this column.  More snow is predicted tonight and 
tomorrow.  It’s hard to believe that it will officially be spring in another month. Don’t you ever wonder about the 
seedlings under all that frozen ground and how the ducks and geese find some place to sit on icy ponds?  Yet 
spring is surely on its way and there’s some primordial part of us that resonates with the seasons.  Some part of us 
is stirring to life again as well.  

Just yesterday, we held our Re-Imagining Valentine’s Day service.  Re-imagining Valentine’s Day services and 
events happened in more than a hundred Unitarian Universalist congregations all across the country.  These events 
and services are part of the initiative and vision of the Standing on the Side of Love public advocacy campaign  
( www.standingonthesideoflove.org) initiated this past June.   Standing on the Side of Love reaches out to 
Unitarian Universalists, other faiths and myriad organizations to come together and stand up for social justice 
issues like marriage equality, health care and immigration reform, and other forms of non violence. It was born out 
of the incredible outpouring of love, support and solidarity in response to the Knoxville, Tennessee shootings in 
July 2008.    

Our “Re-Imagining Valentine’s Day—Love is in the Air” service included a homily by Marjorie Ramos who 
spoke about the sheer joy of planning her wedding to Margaret Cantrell (we hope to have an audio recording of the 
homilies for that service on our website very soon).  She spoke about grieving after the New York state senate did 
not pass a marriage equality bill.  Then they decided they didn’t want to wait for New York to get it right and 
began to plan their wedding which will take place in early March in Connecticut.  Love was certainly in the air as 
Marjorie spoke and lesbian and gay members did a beautiful reading by Vietnamese Buddhist monk, Thich Nhat 
Hanh on the four aspects of love.    

I spoke about three issues on my mind in opening our hearts —an Inclusion Statement of radical hospitality that 
each Unitarian Universalist congregations is asked to consider before April.  I also mentioned that the Unitarian 
Universalist Association of Uganda sponsored a conference to oppose the Anti-Homosexuality Bill of 2009 that 
will criminalize homosexuality for all bisexual, gay, lesbian and transgender people there as well as their allies.  
Finally, I spoke about the Empire Pride Agenda and its sponsorship of campaigns to support GENDA (the Gender 
Expression and Non-Discrimination Act), a New York state bill which will give civil rights and protections to 
transgender people (which will likely come before the state senate in March). One of our members is organizing 
the campaign in our church.  Look for a table and ways you can participate during Sundays in March.  

After our service, my sweetheart and I went to hear Unitarian Universalist minister Meg Barnhouse and her partner 
Kiya Heartwood’s concert entitled “Hearts on Fire”. Both of us commented how joyful we felt watching them 
croon songs to one another and seeing how much they enjoyed singing and performing together.  Hearing Marjorie 
and watching Meg and Kiya reinforced our love for one another. Here we are—a straight married couple and we 
both felt our bonds of love grow as we watched the joy and the love on their faces and heard it in their words of 
love.  I experienced something directly that Martin Luther King said and something I believe with all my heart—
that “hatred and bitterness can never cure the disease of fear, only love can do that.”  Love heals and buoys us up. 
It conjures up endorphins, brightens the mind and enlivens the heart.  Marriage equality will pass—it’s a matter of 
time.  Many of my colleagues, members of this church like Marjorie and my own family and friends have gone to 
other states or Canada to marry because they could not marry here. I rejoice with them in their marriages and I see 
the happiness on their faces and the sparkle in their eyes.  I feel so happy for them.  But they shouldn’t have to go 
to another state or another country to get married.   May we all work towards our re-imaginings of love and 
equality!  We can make it happen sooner, rather than later.  

Be well,                          Audio recordings of sermons will soon be available on the website:  www.uucsi.org  

Susan 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

RE NEWS – February 2010  

Greetings all! It’s been an exciting time in RE at the Unitarian Church of Staten Island. Check out the RE bulletin 
board in the Parish Hall for beautiful chalices that capture the creativity and color of our children and youth! With 
two meetings of dedicated members, parents, and leaders in the congregation, we are laying the foundations for a 
vibrant future of the program. The RE Advance on February 13th was energizing and enlightening.  

The early childhood room is buzzing and we’ve been lucky to have Katie Stein home from college and working 
with us as a caregiver in addition to Vannesa Mancero. Many thanks to all the volunteers who have spent time with 
the  kids. We’re always excited to have new people, so let us know if you’d like to have some fun with our 
youngest members!   

http://www.standingonthesideoflove.org
http://www.uucsi.org
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Our RE Explorers class has enjoyed great stories with Viv Vassar and Paola Suarez-Papp and a number of 
delightful volunteer teaching assistants. Thank you! Visitors are welcome, so just let us know if you’d like to 
explore one Sunday as well!  

Youth have been undertaking a project on holy texts and having interesting conversations with Morna Martell and 
Simone Andrews. We are grateful, as always, for everything our teens bring to our congregation – from music to 
working so well with the younger children to remarkable insights about spiritual life and interfaith connections.  

Saying Goodbye  
Building on our successes and the excitement of our children, we are enthused as we galvanize a strong RE 
Committee and begin planning for next year.  The spring brings changes in my own life, and I will be stepping 
down from the RE Coordinator position here at UCSI. I look forward to working with our most dedicated 
volunteers as we solidify the RE program and begin to apply the lessons we have all learned in this transition year.   

It has been and continues to be an honor to engage this work with UCSI. I treasure the trust, care, and enthusiasm 
you have shared with me, and will hold the members and friends of this congregation in my heart always.    

There is much to be done in the coming months and our RE Team and I are committed to the exciting work we 
have ahead.  

With much love and all best wishes, 
Megan 
Megan Lloyd Joiner, RE Coordinator  

Notes from RE Chair  
I share in Megan’s enthusiasm regarding the RE Advance Workshop and the critical steps that were made in 
setting goals for the program.  Our strengths as an RE program were celebrated, while we identified areas we can 
continue to develop.  The advance also marked the first step towards saying goodbye to Megan.  Megan has 
seamlessly become a part of the RE and congregational community at UCSI.  I celebrate the professional and 
spiritual journey she continues to embark on and feel fortunate she found a place for us on her path.  Here’s to 
making the most of our next few months together!  Thanks Megan!  

Simone Andrews  
RE Chair                

 

In inclement weather, please call the church 
office (718) 447-2204, or the parsonage, at (718) 
442-1012 to find out if services or a particular 
program will be canceled. 

 

Sunday Service Reminder:

  

Please note the following times for Sunday services:  
Musical Prelude:  10:45 am  
Worship Service: 11:00 am  

The deadline for Announcements or Inserts for 
the Order of Service is 9 a.m. each Tuesday 

 

JUST A REMINDER:  Please update change in 
address, phone number or new e-mail addresses by 
informing the church secretary, Stella Fishman, at 
718-447-2204, or, e-mailing her at 
uucsi.org@verizon.net.  Thank you. 

 

Membership:  We are planning a Path to 
Membership class on March 12th, from 6 to 9 pm.  
Please contact Rev. Susan Karlson at (347) 466-
0864 or e mail her at PSKARL3@gmail.com.  if 
you are interested in learning more about Unitarian 
Universalism, this church and are considering 
membership.   

The Bylaws Revision Committee will conduct an 
informational meeting about the revisions in 
the Sanctuary on Sunday, February 21  
from one to three pm.      

CIRCLE SUPPERS: Please sign up with Sarah 
Dolinar and Susan Flynn, membership co-chairs, to 
participate in circle suppers – groups of eight 
members/newcomers that will meet once a month 
for potlucks in each others homes (or alternate 
locations) to get to know each other better. The 
groups will be reorganized after four months or so.   

Ministerial Relations Committee   

The MRC was appointed by the Board of Trustees 
to serve as a liason between the congregation and 
the minister. Members are Linda Santlofer, 
Claudette Duff, and Jill Hueckel, chair. Rev. 
Karlson serves as a member ex-officio.  
It is our purpose to listen to the concerns of the 
congregation as they relate to the church and 
minister, as well as the concerns of the minister, and 
to provide feedback. Our main goal is to strengthen 
the means of communication in order to support the 
mission of the church. We believe this will enrich 
our community and help sustain our cherished 
home. Members are available during coffee hour 
(look for the name tags with blue doves coming 
soon) or may be contacted at the following 
numbers: 
Jill Hueckel       718-448-1431  hueckel@si.rr.com

 

Susan Karlson   347-466-0864  pskarl3@gmail.com

 

Linda Santlofer  718-447-5736 lsantlofer@aol.com

 

Claudette Duff     917-699-1259 
directo@integrityseniors.com
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Ministerial Relations Survey

   
Shared ministry requires your input. If you have not 
yet returned your survey, please do so this week. It 
is OK to skip questions and just tell us what you 
want us to know. There will be blank copies 
available on Feb 21st as well.     

Fair Trade Coffee Report from Wed night Small 
Group Ministry: 
(From a talk given by Ruth Benson at the Small 
Group Ministry Sunday Service 1/24/10)   

We Unitarians love our coffee hour – it is 
the central unifying social activity of our 
congregation. 

When we first gathered as a group in the 
Spring of ’08 and began to give some thought to 
fulfilling the part of the covenant that requires the 
group to be of service, we decided to start very 
close to home. Our congregation’s love of the 
coffee hour provided us with a vehicle to benefit 
our own church as well as a means of doing some 
good in the world. 

We had attended other UU churches where 
Fair Trade coffee was served and so we began to 
research the Interfaith program through the UUSC 
Coffee Project, which is a collaboration with Equal 
Exchange, a worker-owned fair trade company 
based in MA. 

Here’s what we discovered: Fairly traded 
coffee eliminates the corporation, the marketer, the 
retailer and the fancy schmancy advertising. 
Consequently, by cutting out these entities, small 
farmers can be paid a fair price for their products; 
they can afford to pay for the basic needs of their 
families, to invest in the well-being of their 
communities, and ensure the long-term growth of 
their businesses. 

In addition, for every pound of  Fair Trade 
product sold through the UUSC Coffee Project, 20 
cents goes to UUSC's Small Farmer Fund, 
generating as much as $18,000 per year. 

And so, we introduced our Fair Trade 
Coffee program modestly.  We began by purchasing 
FT coffee through our own contributions for FY ’08 
-’09.  Soon people were asking if they could 
purchase this delicious coffee for home, and so 
about a year ago we began taking individual orders.  
We marked them up modestly to bring our prices 
for home consumption up to retail level.   

I’m very happy to report that we raised 
almost $1000 for our church through the sales of 
Fair Trade coffee, tea and chocolate in 2009.  We 
would like to double that figure this year. 

Last September we asked you to take on the 
cost of supplying FT coffee for Sunday Hospitality, 
because the UCSI Fair Trade Coffee Program will 
continue long after our small group has disbanded. 
The cost is not high. Just 25 cents for each person 
who enjoys a cup of coffee or tea at Hospitality can 
easily cover the cost of a pound of coffee each 
Sunday.  If you want to contribute a little more, 
you’ll be helping in the fund raising effort for our 
church.  If our Small Group of six busy women was 

able to do this for our congregation, imagine what 
great projects the new groups might come up with!    

The Unitarian Church of Staten Island has now 
collected $190.31 for the Unitarian Universalist 
Service Committee's (UUSC) Guest At  
Your Table program and $1592 for the 
UUA/UUSC's Haiti Earthquake fund. 
We know that some people have contributed to 
other funds and some sent in donations online to the 
UUA/UUSC's Haiti Earthquake Fund that are not 
included in this total. If you want to donate and 
have not yet made a donation, please know that it is 
not too late. You can still make a donation and send 
it to the church and we will pass it along. You can 
also check out the website at uua.org

 

for more 
information about donating directly. 

    

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *     

March , 2010 Volunteer Schedule:

 

Greeters:   March greeters are: Rona Solomon 
and/or Patricia Murphy  

Hospitality:  3/07/10:   Linda Santlofer and  
                                        Sarah Dolinar  

            14:       Sue Flynn and  
                                        Margarita Muinelo  

           21:        Carol Lodato and    
    Larry Schwabacher  

28:     Richard and        
                Margaret Currie    

Flowers:        3/07/10:  Loretta Choquet/ 
                                Diane Sorowitz 

14:   Lucy Morton  
           21:   Marilyn Brook   

28:   Precious Hayes     

Happy St. Patrick’s Day 
Happy Passover 
Happy Spring!                
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              Unitarian Church of Staten Island      

 
Kick-Off Meeting to Brainstorm 

Ideas for the Annual Church Auction 
(Auction Date is April 25, 2010) 

 

Saturday, 10:30 AM – Noon 
February 20, 2010 

 

Please Join us in the Library and help us develop some ideas! 
Everyone is welcome.  

(Call Susanne for questions 646-334-4021) 

  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   

March at the UCSI

 

Sunday

 

Monday

 

Tuesday

 

Wednesday

 

Thursday

 

Friday

 

Saturday

  

1

 

7 PM Arts 
Program 
Committee 

2

 

3

 

4

 

5

 

7PM First 
Friday Film 
Festival 

6

 

7

 

10:45 Sunday 
Service, “The 
Sage-ing 
Process” 

 

8

 

9

 

10

 

8 PM UCSI 
Board of 
Trustees 

11

 

12

 

Path to 
Membership 
6 to 9 pm 

13

 

14

 

10:45 Sunday 
Service, “Rites of 
Spring” 
1 PM Buildings & 
Grounds 
Committee 
Meeting 
4 PM Building 
Bridges Interfaith 
Seder at St. 
Theresa’s

 

15

 

Deadline for 
UCSI 
Newsletter  

Committee 
Budgets for 
next year are 
due 

16

 

17

 

18

 

19

 

20

 

10 AM Canvass 
Training 

21

 

10:45 Sunday 
Service, “Dana—
Generosity and 
Stewardship” 
Canvass Sunday 
I PM Opening – 
Photo Exhibit 

 

22

 

23

 

24

 

25

 

26

 

27

 

28

 

10:45 Sunday 
Service, 
“Liberation 
Stories”  
Freedom Seder 

 

29

 

30

 

31
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Re-Imagining Valentine’s Day – Love is in the Air 

Standing on the Side of Love 
February 14, 2010   

              


