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Vision We are an inviting spiritual community guided by our principles in all that we do.

Mission
The mission of the UCSI is to:
e open our hearts and home in order to enrich our community;
e extend ourselves to help make the world a better place;
e support and nurture people as they search for their own truth; and,
share the responsibility for sustaining our cherished home.

Director of Religious Education Coordinator, Megan Lloyd Joiner Church Secretary, Stella Fishman
Director of Music, Dr. Carolyn Clark Supervisor of Buildings & Grounds, Brian Fontana
Building Attendant, Frank Caterina

UPCOMING SERVICES:

November 29, 10:45 a.m.

°
“Being A Mercy Upon the World” "\'
Inthe pulpit: Rev. Susan Karlson \ O
_____ Guest Musician: JennLindsay ™
(http://www.[ennlindsay .com)
Worship Associate: Christine Johnson

Greeter: Judy Davison Hospitality: Ralph & MornaMartell

Eboo Patel’ s book, Acts of Faith, isavery persona story about how he wandered away from his Muslim roots,
how people from many faiths helped him rediscover hisreligion and eventually find his way back to his chosen
faith. Yet Patel’ s discovery did not stop with his personal journey; heis the founder and executive director of
the Interfaith Y outh Core which has helped build a strong interfaith youth movement. His story is one of
deepening roots and spreading branches as young adults find common bonds through a deepening of their
religious tradition and how other religions share a core steeped in public ministry and social justice.

===
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Eboo Patel writes about the “Muslim concept of being a mercy upon all the world”. Hisfriend shared a quote
by “first-century Palestinian rabbi Hillel: ‘If I am not for myself, who will be for me? If | am only for mysalf,
what am |7 During this service, we will explore how these two concepts can feed religious pluralism and
deepen our spiritual maturity and commitment to a more public social justice ministry.

December 6, 10:45 a.m.

"Neighbors, Oneand All" ﬁ :
Project
Hospitality

In the pulpit: Rev. Susan Karlson
Guest Musician: Dr. Carolyn Clark Cn Change the Wil
Worship Associate: Kathy Santo

Trustee Welcome: Maureen Curran

This morning our service is about the people whose lives have been affected by homel essness and poverty. Our
church has provided shelter to homeless men for decades now. Y et how much do we really know about the
personal face of homel essness—the stories and struggles that impact homeless Staten Islanders day in and day out.
And the strength and courage they find to move through this tempestuous timein their lives. Inthelast year, the
number of people served in shelters has risen from 12,000 to 26,000 on Staten Island. Aswe strive to fulfill our
mission to “open our hearts and home in order to enrich our community” and “extend ourselves to help make the
world a better place”, the men who live in our Parish Hall for some period of their lives, become very real. Their
story is part of our story. Their hopes and dreams become part of our hopes and dreams. Join us for this morning
celebration of our “Neighbors, One and All”


http://www.uucsi.org
http://www.jennlindsay.com
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December 13, 10:45 a.m." Premala Ranasinghe — A Voice from Staten Island’s Sri Lankan community”
In the pulpit: Premalal Ranasinge
Trustee Welcome: Kathy Santo

The service will feature Premalal Ranasinghe, aleader in Staten Island’ s growing Sri Lankan community, a
religiously diverse group that resides primarily on the North Shore.
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December 20, 10:45 a.m.

“A Star IsBorn: Celebration of the Light and Dark”"
In the pulpit: Rev. Susan Karlson

Music Director: Dr. Carolyn Clark

Trustee Welcome: Rona Solomon

As we approach the winter solstice, we turn to an ancient story with a new

understanding proffered by science. Last April, Connie Barlow and Michael Dowd spoke at our church about
evolutionary spirituality. Michael spoke about the day language (the natural language of science) and night
language (the language of poetry, metaphor and myth). Using night language, the “Big Bang” becomes “The
Great Radiance”. We discover ways to retell the story of the universe’ s beginnings, how we came to be, and how
we' re connected in the star stuff of supernovas exploding and expanding.

Some of you may have heard that Michael Dowd has a serious form of cancer and he and Connie are unable to
continue their itinerant ministries. This service honors their years of ministry and inspiration to people all across
the country. During this multigenerational service, we'll tell the story of the stars and come to a deeper
understanding of our own evolution here at the Unitarian Church of Staten Island. Join usfor thisinspiring service
using dvd’s of Hubbell spacecraft images, music, song and story and a surprise Cosmic celebration at the end.
Please join us as this service will boost your spirits and remind you of your originsin the universe.

December 24, 7:30 p.m.

“Each Night A Child IsBorn Isa Holy Night

In the pulpit: Rev. Susan Karlson
Music Director: Carolyn Clark

Join usfor this Christmas Eve service, which will
include a special age-old story, Christmas carols, homily
A and candle lighting. The song, “Each night achildisborn

isaholy night conveys atiny bit about our Unitarian Universalist tradition. We find arich story and meaning
behind the Christmas Nativity story about afamily, ajourney and the promise of anew life. Part of our
Universalist Christian roots hold to the solid conviction that each lifeis precious and each person has sacred worth
and dignity. We come together on Christmas Eve to celebrate the love, compassion and forgiveness engendered by
one tiny child, remembering the promise we each have for service, compassion and charity.
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December 27, 10:45 a.m.

“The Flame of Renewal: A Burning Bowl
New Year’s Service’

In the pulpit: Rev. Susan Karlson

Guest Musician: Kiya Heartwood

Join us for this multigenerational service of renewal, story and song as we approach the new
year, 2010. We'll join together in burning our regrets, shortcomings and failings in the burning bowl ceremony
and carry with us the promise and the possibilities of anew year. KiyaHeartwood of Wishing Chair who was with
us last year for the Burning Bowl service will return to sing and play for us during the service.

Simply Susan
December, 2009

Last April, I gave out ten dollar bills to the congregation, including our youth. | had two requests—that
each person use the money to make a difference, however defined, and that people report back how they used the
money so | could share how we can use our resources, meager as they may be, to change the world in some small
way. | heard back from afew people who told me their child used the money for supplies for a social justice
project; someone else bought Fair Trade goods, others gave to the church or charities. | hope that more of you
will share with me how you used that money or how you strive to make a difference. | would like to devise a
Reading based on how we can live out our mission to do good in the world and be a source of generosity and
compassion.

The next several months are awash with holidays, large and small. The holidays turn our usually busy New
Y ork days and nights even more frenetic. They can be depressing as we run out of time, good cheer and a peaceful
spirit. Yet | believe the Thanksgiving spirit of gratitude and good will can last much longer than one day or even a
holiday season. In some ways, the upcoming season is about counting our blessings. Cultivating a grateful heart
can serve as areminder about the simple giftsin our everyday lives—the autumn leaves, a note from afriend, an
inspiring reading, a chance to take stock of the fullness of our days and the ability to do something meaningful
with the time we have on this earth.

As | write this column at the beginning of November, | am thinking about Thanksgiving. | am not big on
the whole Pilgrim and Native American myth. It never happened the way my history books portrayed it. The
Pilgrims would have starved to death if not for the Native Americans. There was not much tolerance,
understanding or gratitude as | understand it on the part of the Pilgrims. But | do celebrate the spirit of
Thanksgiving—coming together to give thanks for those people who have graced our lives and taught us what it
means to be generous and compassionate. | give thanks for this church community and the freedom to worship as
we choose. | give thanks that we have resources to provide shelter every night for our homeless brothers and a
place where Alcoholics Anonymous and Al Anon community members can gather in safety and peace. | give
thanks that we are exploring what our mission means to us and can mean to the larger community. This church has
adedicated, committed staff team intent on helping us fulfill our mission and a host of loyal elected leaders and
generous volunteers who make everything happen from the Halloween BOOgie, Bluesball and Nfinity concerts,
and Drag Bingo to weekly worship services, picture collages, significant national and local speakers and upcoming
service projects. And | am grateful that we are part of the religious community here on Staten Island intent on
building bridges, transforming lives—starting with our own and extending outwards infinitely.

| give thanks for the web of life—that we are part of a universe so vast and so grand that it boggles the
imagination and humbles the ego. And for the blessing of kind souls that write, call and check in with one another
when there isillness, surgery or acrisis looming. Focusing on giving thanks on one day highlights what we have to
be grateful for every day.

Last Sunday, the youth and | talked about simple things we're grateful for, what this church meansto us,
and why we come to church—not simply because thisis my job as the minister or because their parents brought
them here. We al could talk more about gratitude and the meaning of community and service to that whichis
greater than ourselves. When | passed out the ten-dollar bills last April, | promised to give some feedback to the
congregation about how generosity and care can multiply and serve to make the world healthier, more whole and
joyful. What if we wake up each day and just say asimple “thank you” for the gift of life. And before we go to
sleep, reflect on what inspired and transformed our lives throughout the day. Giving thanks would be a part of a
regular spiritual practice that might change how we view the world and our part init.

Our mission here at the Unitarian Church of Staten Island isaworthy one. | see lives transformed, minds
opened, spirits lifted and commitment to service growing. Thank you for this ministry we share.

Gratefully yours,

Susan
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Greetings from Religious Exploration!

The goals the RE committee and teachers identified at the beginning of the year had much to do with our
children and youth gaining a positive UU identity and feeling a part of the UCSI Church community. Successis
sometimes hard to measure. When one of our RE participants approached me during hospitality hour with a
drawing, “success’ became very clear. “It's aflaming chalice,” she said, “because I’'m UU. And all this color up
here is because I'm happy!” It doesn’t get much better than that. We have more work to do, but we are well on our
way! Asthe holidays arrive, we are most grateful for the support of this congregation for our children and youth,
for the many familiesinvolved in RE, and our dedicated volunteers.

The RE FUNdraiser, the Halloween BOOgie Dance Party was a grand success on October 31. Complete
with avisit from aNY 1 reporter and many guests and visitors, we BOOgied the afternoon away! This was a group
effort, with so many families pitching in to transform the parish hall into a spooktacular dance hall including a
fabulous recycled haunted house put together by the men’s group. Thanks to all who helped make our first
Halloween event such a success!

We have afull and vibrant pre-school class, and are putting together a*“co-op” of volunteersto lead simple
activities focusing on community building and regular rituals like lighting the chalice. We are very grateful for the
time so many of our parents and friends have put in and for al the donations that have made our Sophia Lyons
Fahs Room such a fun place to be! Keep ‘em coming and let us know if you would like to be involved!

Our Spirit Play (Montessori-based story telling and religious exploration) classis doing great! Many kids
have brought friends, which we highly encourage, and we have a fun group that works well together and is excited
to come to church! Much credit goes to our fabulous “guides’ Viv Vassar and Paola Suarez Papp and their
dedicated assistants, including teen members Louis Vassar Semanchik and Megan Lee.

Our youth group (jr. and sr. high) has planned a number of activities that enhance their religious
exploration. They recently attended Staten 1sland OutL OUD’ s reading the Dali Lama s autobiography at the
Tibetan Museum and are looking forward to participating in services over the holidays as well as taking more trips
into the city. If you would like to join the group, led by Morna Martel and Mary Hernandez with help from Simone
Andrews, just let us know. We' d love to have you along!

Families areinvited to be chalice lighters. Let Megan or Susan know if your family would like to participate in
the Sunday service by lighting the chalice together.

RE Greeters are needed on Sunday morning. Welcome families with children to church and help everyone
“know where to go.” RE Greeting is a great way for EVERY ONE to get involved with RE. Let Megan or Simone
know if you would like to “greet” some Sunday soon!

A Few Reminders

We highly encourage conversation! Don’'t know who the child sitting in front of you is? Introduce yourself!
Haven't met a new family? They would be delighted to know you!

Children and youth must be registered after attending RE three times. Registration forms are available on
the RE bulletin board. See Megan for payment options.

Parents should bring young children downstairs and pick them up. Older children may be accompanied to
the back stairs by the kitchen and walk down themselves. The entrance by the kitchen is the only way to enter the
RE space (all other doors downstairs are emergency exits only)

Parents are to supervise children during hospitality hour. Children should not be in the front yard of the
church or on the parsonage porch unless accompanied by an adult. The RE space will now be closed after services.
Children’ s safety is our highest priority.

Contacts: Megan Lloyd Joiner, RE Coordinator, 646-853-1089, mljoiner@gmail.com

Simone Andrews, RE Chair, simoneandrews@yahoo.com

Saturday December 5™ Jolly Holly Fair beginning 10 am (childcare provided 1-4pm)Friday December 18™
Greening of the Church 7pm to 10pm (children and families welcome, no childcare provided)

Sunday December 20" Intergenerational Solstice Service: A Star isBorn

Thursday Dec. 24™ 7:30pm Intergenerational Christmas Eve Service: Each Night a Child is Born isaHoly Night
Sunday December 27" Intergenerational Service: The Flame of Renewal

Monday January 18", 2010 Martin Luther King Jr. Service Day

TBD “UU and Y our Child” UU Parenting Guidance

TBD RE Strategy Session with Metro NY District Staff

TBD Traditional RE Spaghetti Dinner

In inclement weather, please call the church
office (718) 447-2204, or the par sonage, at ﬁ718)
442-1012 to find out if servicesor a particular
program will be canceled.

JUST A REMINDER: Please update changein
address, phone number or new e-mail addresses by
informing the church secretary, Stella Fishman, at
718-447-2204, or, e-mailing her at
uucsi.org@verizon.net. Thank you.

Sunday Service Reminder:

Please note the following times for Sunday services:

Musical Prelude: 10:45 am
Worship Service: 11:00 am

The deadline for Announcements or | nserts for
the Order of Serviceis9 a.m. each Tuesday

Church Choir: Help the church choir in a non-
singing capacity: the choir needs alibrarian to help
copy, collate, catalog and store its music. Contact
Music Director Carolyn Clark to learn more about
this volunteer job.
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MEMBERSHIP UPCOMING EVENTS:

VEGETARIAN POTLUCK: Please bring a
covered dish entrée, salad, side dish or dessert to the
annual vegetarian (or vegan) potluck hospitality
hour on Sunday, November 22nd. Coffee, tea and
juice will be provided by Randy Leason. Please see
Sarah Dolinar to coordinate your dish and to sign up
for set up and clean up.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE meeting: Please
join Sarah Dolinar and Susan Flynn, the co-chairs
for membership for the second membership meeting
of the year on Tuesday, November 24" at 7 PM. We
will meet in the Church Library to work on current
projects and set an agenda for the year! Light
refreshments will be served.

“Close the Revolving Door” MEMBERSHIP
WORKSHOP: A membership workshop to be held
at 1 PM on Sunday, November 29" in the Sanctuary
will focus on how to keep newcomers and members
and isbased on aDVD full of successful and
proven strategies developed by the UUA
congregation of Golden, Colorado.

CIRCLE SUPPERS: Please sign up with Sarah
Dolinar and Susan Flynn, membership co-chairs, to
participate in circle suppers — groups of eight
members/newcomers that will meet once a month
for potlucks in each others homes (or alternate
locations) to get to know each other better. The
groups will be reorganized after four months or so.
We need afew more participants to move forward.
Expected start date for the program — January 2010.

Small Group Ministry Mtg.

When: December 1st, 7:30 pm

Where: Library, Unitarian Church of Staten Island
What: Small Group Ministries are designed to
enhance spiritual exploration and connection, both
within the small group and to the larger
congregation. Small group ministriesrange in size
from four or five members to about 10 people.
They have several featuresin common: there are
facilitators trained to understand and facilitate small
group ministries, they include the group agreeing on
how they want to be with each other (asin a
covenant agreement), groups have a check in and
check out to be fully present in the group, an
opening and closing reading and some kind of
focused topic or sharing for each group meeting.
Who: This Small Group Ministry isintended for
anyone interested in helping to revitalize this
program in the church. If you are interested in
serving on asmall Steering Committee or in
facilitating one of the groups, please cometo this
meeting or contact the Rev. Susan Karlson at
PSKARL 3@gmail.com or (347) 466-0864.

Friday Film Festival Screening: " Food, Inc."

(with discussion following)

December 11, 7:30 pm

Exploring the food industry's detrimental
effects on our health and environment. Shows the
men and women who are working to reform an
industry rife with monopolies, questionable
interpretations of laws and subsidies, political ties
and rising rates of E. coli outbreaks.

(2008, 94 minutes)

Part of the "Friday Film" series, sponsored
by the Unitarian Church of Staten Island and Peace
Action of Staten Island. Thereis a $5 suggested
donation ($2 students), free refreshments.

From the President.........

The congregation isinvited to an
informational forum with the board of Trustees
which istentatively (dependent on the availability
of the trustees and the finance committee)
scheduled for Saturday, Nov. 28 from 11to 1
pm. We would like to discuss the current budget of
the church.

For al members who are interested in the music
program of the church, | am scheduling an informal
discussion on Sunday, Dec. 6 at 12:30 in

the Sanctuary.

The Winter Solstice Celebration is scheduled for
Sunday, Dec. 20 in the early evening. More details
will follow as they are devel oped.

SAVE THE DATE: Friday, Dec. 18", 7:00 pm,
for the Greening of the Church.
-Kathy Santo

ARTSPROGRAM COMMITTEE NEWS!

Exploring our feminist rootsand in
preparation for our Goddess Reclamation Project
Workshop on February 6, 2010, nine UCSI
members gathered at the Brooklyn Museum to
spend time with Judy Chicago’s“ The Dinner
Party”. Risa Anderson isleading this project and
was joined by Athena Huckaby, Carol Lodato,
Patricia Murphy, Larry Schwabacher, Diane
Sorowitz, Mike Anderson and L oretta Choquet.
The exhibit is beautiful and brilliantly displayed
with rich material support describing the
significance, iconography, and its creative process
with posters, banners and avideo. Catch the flavor
of the exhibit by going to Brooklynmuseum.org and
click on the exhibit.

Ministerial Relations Committee

The MRC was appointed by the Board of Trustees
to serve as a liason between the congregation and
the minister. Members are Linda Santlof er,
Claudette Duff, and Jill Hueckel, chair. Rev.
Karlson serves as a member ex-officio.

It isour purpose to listen to the concerns of the
congregation as they relate to the church and
minister, aswell as the concerns of the minister, and
to provide feedback. Our main goal is to strengthen
the means of communication in order to support the
mission of the church. We believe thiswill enrich
our community and help sustain our cherished
home. Members are available during coffee hour
(look for the name tags with blue doves coming
soon) or may be contacted at the following
numbers:

Jill Hueckel 718-448-1431 hueckel @si.rr.com
Susan Karlson 347-466-0864 pskarl3@gmail.com
Linda Santlofer 718-447-5736 |santlofer@aol.com
Claudette Duff  917-699-1259
directo@integrityseniors.com

* k k k k k k k k kk k k k%%

Happy Thanksgiving to All

S
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Summary: Board of Trustees Meeting 11/11/09

Treasurer’s Report —May 31 through Oct 31,
20009:

Total IncomeYTD  $35,682.75

Total Expense $50,223.39

Deficit ($14,540.64)

Midyear Congregational Forum:

The Board is planning a mid-year congregational
forum on the Budget to be held in December or
January, date to be finalized and announced shortly.

Buildings & Grounds:

The unusually large budget shortfall isdueto an
initial payment on replacement of the Par sonage
roof. The Board approved allocation of funds to
make immediate repairs based upon the Finance
Committee recommendation to take the money from
the reserve fund now. The committeeis planning a
Capital Campaign and would repay the reserve fund
from those proceeds.

The Board received a generous offer to finance the
removal and restor ation of the antique lighting
fixturein the cloakroom to the side of the library,
and to relocate it in the church vestibule. The Board
accepted the offer. A licensed electrician will
undertake the work.

President’s Report:

Kathy Santo reported that she and Rona Solomon,
John Adrian and Megan Joiner attended the Metro
District’ s 4th Annual Leadership Development Day,
“Defying Gravity: Expanding the Heart and

Soul of Congregational Leadership”. The
November issue of the NY Metro Minute carries a

small description of the event with alink to alarger
overview of the day-long schedule of workshops.
'hitp://uumetrony.org/metronyminute/1109.htm

Y ou can aso scroll down the Metro Minute Home
page to find our UCSI smiling faces with the

Standing on the Side of Love banner.

Concrete Goals for Board/Church:

The Board discussed setting these astop priority
goalsfor the Church:

Launch Capital Campaign/address crucial repairs
and updates

Complete Bylaws revision

Expand Small Group Ministry

Revise and update Website

Reinstitute Socia Action Committee

Hold more forums with the congregation
Establish written policies for Church governance

Respectfully submitted,
Ruth Benson, Board Secretary
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December 2009 Volunteer Schedule:

Greeters: 12/6: Stan Waddell
13: Jill Hueckel
20: Mary Lou and Brad Greene

Hospitality: 12/6: Lillian Orrok
13: Sue Flynn & Margarita Muinelo

Flowers: 12/6:  Volunteer Needed
13:  VirginiaAllen
20:  Marilyn Brook
27.  ViolaProdla
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Jolly Holly Fair and the Friends of Fire Annual Crafts Show

at The Unitarian Church of Staten Island on Saturday, Dec. 5, 2009

The Unitarian Church of Staten Island will hold its 157th annual Jolly Holly Fair on Saturday, December 5,
2009 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. in the Church Parish Hall on Fillmore Street at the corner of Clinton Avenue.
Breakfast and a delicious home-cooked lunch will be available.

The popular holiday event presents a wonderful opportunity to buy handcrafted gifts, homemade Christmas
goodies, seasonal plants and a treasure trove of gently-used items just waiting for new owners! And as always,
Mr. and Mr. Santawill drop by at 1:00 pm. to delight the children.

The fair will be held concurrently with the Friends of Fire 10th Anniversary Crafts Show, which will take place
in the Church Sanctuary. Friends of Fireis a Staten |sland-based group of artists working in clay and other
media. The group has been associated with the Unitarian Church sinceitsfirst show in December of 1999.

Adults and children from all around the community are invited to stop by to enjoy both of these great events, to
listen to Christmas music, to see Mr. and Mrs. Santa and to enjoy a delicious buffet luncheon.
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