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Mayday Auction!
   Suzanne O’Callaghan 
and her merry crew worked 
hard to make the Auction 
both fun and profitable for 
the UCSI.
    Items sold included being 
immortalized in a Morna 
Murphy Martell play and 
Rona Solomon’s monthly  
delivery of homemade 
cookies.
    Below, Viv Vassar 
promotes items for bid.  
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The Peace Pole Visits the UCSI! Brother Sun Concert!
           Sunday May 22nd was a big day at the UCSI as the Building Bridges Peace 

Pole was ceremoniously escorted by the church’s young people, the Social Justice 
Committee and Rev. Susan Karlson during a processional with music by guest 

musicians Brother Sun and then installed until June 4th.  Members identified and 
described each house of  worship the Peace Pole has visited and will visit before being 
permanently placed near the Staten Island Ferry Terminal on August 28th..  In the 
evening, Brother Sun: Pat Wictor, Joe Jencks, and Greg Greenaway, performed in the 
Sanctuary creating a joyful noise indeed.

Stewardship News:  $70,260 pledged as of  May 22nd
To achieve 100% participation we need 10-15 more pledges.  To fulfill our 
interim goal for the budget we need $8,740 more to be pledged. If  we were to 
have a balanced budget we would need additional pledges of  $38,662.  Please 
be sure to pledge and pledge generously!
Please note: Unless otherwise stated Rev. Karlson is in the Pulpit and Dr. Clark 

is playing the music.  All photos of  the church & members are taken by Ruth 

Benson, the church photographer, unless otherwise noted.
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Religious Exploration Schedule for June (for 
Early Childhood, Explorer and Youth Groups)

June 5: End of the Year Class Reflection and RE 
Service Preparation

Each class will meet to talk about favorite (and 
perhaps least favorite) moments of the year and 
prepare for their part in the Annual RE Service. 
We will also be making teacher appreciation gifts.

Please come after your class is dismissed to the 
craft table in the basement. Refreshments will be 
provided.

June 12: Annual RE Service: The Answer is 
Under Construction 

All children, youth and teachers should arrive by 
10:15 to help set-up for this special day. After this 
service, we will celebrate in the parish hall with an 
ice cream social. 

Our consultant for this year, Sue Fertig, and our 
RE Coordinator for next year, Michael Porter, will 
be in attendance. 

June 19: Father's Day
We will celebrate this holiday with a multi-gen 
service followed by a picnic.
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Eating beignets in NOLA - again! 
Pic by Simone Andrews

New Religious Exploration Coordinator
      Welcome to the UCSI, Michael Porter! 

    The RE Committee is pleased to announce 
that we have been successful in our search for 
an RE Coordinator for the 2011-2012 year.
   Michael Porter will be working with us in this 
quarter-time position starting in August.  
   Michael is currently finishing his thesis for a 
Master of the Arts Degree from St. Vladimir's 
Theological Seminary. 
   He holds a wealth of knowledge in world 
religions and has vast experience with building 
teams and organizing programs for religious 
and social service organizations. 
   We will host a party to officially welcome him 
to our community this Fall.

Bridging Ceremony
This year we celebrate with Megan Lee and 

Louis Vassar-Semanchik as they graduate high 

school and begin their transition into college life 

and adulthood.  Our bridging ceremony is a 

special rite of  passage for them and for all of  us.

The Answer is Under Construction
June 12, 10:45  	 Presented by the RE Children & Youth

        Music: Dr. Carolyn Clark

The UCSI Religious Exploration Program provides a nurturing 
environment where the children explore their spirituality through a process 
of free inquiry. The answers for how to live and serve this world as 
Unitarian Universalists are always under construction. 

We will celebrate our year together by sharing with the congregation 
meaningful excerpts from our classes, giving thanks to all the RE Heroes 
who have helped us on our way, and participate in a bridging ceremony for 
our graduating youth: Louis Vassar-Semanchik and Megan Lee.
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June 12, 10:45  	 RE Children & Youth

        The Answer is Under Construction

The UCSI Religious Exploration Program 
provides a nurturing environment where the 
children explore their spirituality through a 
process of free inquiry. The answers for how to 
live and serve this world as Unitarian Universalists 
are always under construction. 

We will celebrate our year together by sharing 
with the congregation meaningful excerpts from 
our classes, giving thanks to all the RE Heroes 
who have helped us on our way, and participate in 
a bridging ceremony for our graduating youth: 
Louis Vassar-Semanchik and Megan Lee.
Photo by Simone Andrews
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June 5, 10:45 a.m.   

Celebrating Juneteenth and the Ongoing Struggle 
  for Freedom

Abraham Lincoln signed the Emancipation 
Proclamation on January 1, 1863. Many slaves in 
Texas did not learn about their freedom for almost 
two and a half years until General Gordon Granger 
rode into Galveston, Texas and issued General Order 
No. 3, on June 19th, or Juneteenth.  

We celebrate Juneteenth with a moving story entitled 
Sixteen Generations.  Members of this congregation 
were part of the abolition movement but the struggles 
to put an end to racism continue in all areas of the 
country including Staten Island. Join us for this 
celebration of Juneteenth.

June 19, 10:45 a.m.   

 Hopes for the Children:  

 Honoring Fathers By Celebrating the Gifts of Children

President Barack Obama wrote an inspiring book titled, Of Thee I Sing: A 
Letter To My Daughters.  It is the story of thirteen Americans who came 
from vastly different backgrounds but changed the American landscape 
forever.  

With this book as inspiration, we honor our fathers by celebrating the 
potential of the children to create the world anew.

This is our last regular service until September; following the service a pot 
luck picnic will be held in the churchyard.  We need two coordinators for 
this picnic - please contact Rev. Susan to volunteer.

!

!
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Fruits and Leaves of the

	
   At the last ÒSpirit of 
LifeÓ class, we shared the 
fruits of our time together and 
the leafy new growth that we 
want to continue to nurture 
through a creative activity.  

 It was meaningful to 
share : ÒstoriesÓ and 
Òexperiences filled with joys 
and sorrows from which we 
growÓ, Òlove and opennessÓ, 
Ògenerosity and humblenessÓ, 
ÒacceptanceÓ, Òcreative 
expression and interpretationÓ, 
the Òfruit of learning from 
othersÓ,  Òcare of the soul and 
bodyÓ, Òthe gift of learning 
who others are as peopleÓ, 
Òthe fruit of spending time 
spirituallyÓ, ÒsupportÓ and 
Òmeditation and inner peaceÓ. 

  The leaves that we want 
to nurture include:  Òliving in 
the momentÓ, Òlearning more 
about the worldÕs religionsÓ, 
ÒsustenanceÓ, ÒserenityÓ, 
loving the self which helps 
nurture the spirit, Òrespecting 
all lifeÓ, Òfamily, friends, and 
communityÓ, learning to 
ÒmeditateÓ, ÒlisteningÓ, 
Òpracticing what I teachÓ, 
ÒacceptanceÓ, ÒrecognitionÓ, 
Òshelter and warmthÓ, 

Spiritual Journey

ÒcaringÓ, and the Òneed to find 
more advice/inspirationÓ.

 Every time I facilitate 
an Adult Religious 
Exploration (ARE) class, I 
grow as well.  I learn more 
about the people in the church.  

 We all forge deeper 
connections.  We share sides 
of ourselves that we seldom 
relate.  We grow closer as 
community members.  One of 
my goals this year was to 
really cultivate more adult 
religious exploration classes.  I 
tried a few offerings like the 
ÒSpirit of LifeÓ workshops, a 
meditation class during the 
holidays and two after church 
sessions on Unitarian 
Universalism and this church.  
We held a Path to Membership 
class earlier in the year. 

  I sense that there is 
more we could offer next year 
and to that end, I ask you to 
complete a small survey of 
possible course offerings you 
would be interested in taking 
or offering yourself and the 
best possible times. 

 I will make this survey 
available at church on 

Sundays in June but will also e 
mail it or mail it to those who 
are interested who cannot 
make a Sunday service. 

 I ask that you please sign your 
survey so that I can contact 
you if I need to clarify 
something with you.

 Over the summer, I 
have four weeks of study leave 
in which to plan for the next 
yearÕs services and Adult 
Religious Exploration 
offerings.  

 Based on your input and 
feedback, I will devise ten 
months of spiritual 
development and adult 
religious offerings.  If you 
would like to offer a class or 
have some area of interest you 
would consider offering, 
please submit your ideas as 
well.  

 On the next page are a 
few of the offeringsÑplease 
rank your interest from one to 
five, choosing one as the class 
you would be most likely to 
attend through five as an 
interest but one that is further 
down on your priority list.

            Susan



Age-ing to Sage-ing:  A Profound New Vision of Getting Older by Rabbi Zalman Schachter-Shalomi

Articulating Your UU Faith by Barbara Wells and Jaco B. ten Hove; five week course on speaking up 
about what Unitarian Universalism means to you

Building the World We Dream About by Dr. Mark Hicks; Tapestry of Faith curricula on antiracism and 
multiculturalism, piloted in many UU congregations, 

Building Your Own Theology by Richard Gilbert, Parts I, II and III

Building Your Spiritual Home  by Caitlin Anderson and Mary Macklin, a curricula designed for young 
adults

Cakes for the Queen of Heaven by Shirley Ranck; a popular feminist theology curricula that explores 
contemporary issues in womenÕs lives and pre-Jewish and Christian cultures and worship of the Divine as 
female.

Dream Group, Jungian group dream work, explore your dreams through the  projection, Òif it were my 
dreamÓ model by Jeremy Taylor

Emerson as Spiritual Guide by Barry M. Andrews

Ethics Through Films, selected films and dialogue around the issues they portray

Evensong I and II, similar to Small Group Ministry, these groups allow for members to explore various 
topics of interest for a shorter period of time.

Fairy Tales to Recreate Our Lives by Susan Karlson, five session class that takes participants deeper into 
their own inner fairy tale. Participants will write their own fairy tale based on their associations and work 
from the previous sessions.

Individual Couples Enrichment and Couples Enrichment Group, Based on the Prepare/Enrich survey 
each couple will take, we explore various issues: communication, finance, intimacy, and spirituality. 

Lunch Bunch with Rev. Susan, daytime group to share films and lunch once a week

Meditation with Rev. Susan

Spirit in Practice by Erik W. Wikstrom, in depth work  on spiritual practices for Unitarian Universalists

The Parent Trilogy by Christopher and Roberta Nelson; three UU programs for parents and others

Thoreau as Spiritual Guide by Barry M. Andrews 

Weaving the Fabric of Diversity by Jacqui James and Judith A. Frediani,

Engages participants in a variety of activities to examine and challenge ableism, racism, heterosexism, 
ageism, and classism in the safe, caring, and respectful environment of religious community. Ends with an 
invitation to action.

Yogic breathing practices, chanting and meditation with Rev. Susan

Please indicate days and times of the week that work best for you as well as days and times that will 
not work for you.  We’ll meet in the middle!  Either email, bring to church, or print and mail to 
UCSI.
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June Events
New Playwrights Forum/Spring Arts 
Festival 

Friday, June 3; 8 pm, "The Land of Nod" 
by  Morna Murphy Martell, Jodi Garda 
directs

Saturday, June 4, 8 pm, "The Placebo 
Effect", by Helene Montagna, Tina Barone 
directs.

Sunday, June 5 at 7 pm, "The Elephant", 
by Kate Howard, directed by Nikki Lauren
*******************************************
Sat. June 4, 9:30 AM - Social Justice 
Committee- Church Library
Mon., June 6 , 7:00pm -  Arts Committee 
Church Hall
Tues. June 7, 7:30pm - Membership 
Committee- Ann Khalil’s house
Wed., June 8th, 8:00pm, - Board  of 
Trustees, Library
Sat. June 11th, 11:00AM - 
 ANNUAL MEETING

Sat. June 25th -7pm -”Whose Children Are 
These?” -  film follows 3 Muslim teens - co-
sponsored with El Centro
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Buttons created by Steve Nutt 
given to new members; photo by 
Steve Nutt

ANNUAL MEETING AGENDA
June 11th - 11:00 AM, Sanctuary

Agenda
Minutes of previous meeting
Reports of the Minister, President, Treasurer
Reports of the Affiliated Organizations, Standing 
Committees and Special Committees
Nominations
Elections
Installation of new Officers, Trustees
New business
Adoption of the Budget

Kathy Santo Forming Greeter Team
Are you an outgoing person?  Do you like 

meeting and greeting people?  Kathy is looking 

for a few people to form a greeters team.  All 

the research she has done on this topic points 

to the benefits of having a consistent group of 

greeters who really like what they are doing.  

All the information she received from members 

at the Unitarian Church of SI points to the 

importance of the social connections made.  If 

you want to be in on this rewarding experience 

please contact Kathy at greeters@ucsi.org

Membership Committee and Summer 
Events

Steve Nutt, the new chair of  the Membership Committee, seeks 

volunteers who want to be part of  a strong growth effort. Most 

immediately is the church program for the months of June, July and 

August 2011. !!The church council has rescheduled the General Assembly 

report from its usual July date to a September date, and so, our summer 

program will begin on or about July 10, 2011 and continue until Susan 

begins September Sundays with the animal blessing program. Contact 

Steve at membership@ucsi.org.

mailto:membership@ucsi.org
mailto:membership@ucsi.org


SUMMER NEWSLETTER

There will be one summer issue of  the 

Newsletter  published in late July: send 

copy by  JULY 15TH!

SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER

Material due by August 20th for 

publication on September 1st - regular 

schedule.

SUMMER WISHES

from the Editor:

May this be the summer of  your 

contentment and peace for us all.

	 	 PHM
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What If Failure Were Not an 
	     Option?
   When we came together at 
the beginning of April to 
celebrate our accomplishments 
and our community at a 
wonderful fellowship dinner, we 
had the opportunity to write our 
wishes for the Unitarian Church 
of Staten Island. What could we 
do if money were no obstacle 
and failure were not an option? 

 We posted our answers on the 
bulletin board all of April – to 
be replaced last month by the 
stewardship campaign’s pledge 
thermometer – a thermometer 
which at this writing is seven 
eighths of the way to 
fulfillment.

The good news is that 
organizing, rolling up our 
sleeves and working together 

can help us meet many of these 
goals.  And some of these 
wishes are the objectives of 
projects already in different 
states of fulfillment.  

I invite you to join with the 
Social Justice, Welcoming 
Congregation, Membership, 
Pastoral Care, Arts Program, 
Music, and Building and 
Grounds Committees to help 
make these dreams a reality.

So many of our wishes involve 
repairing our buildings to make 
them greener and more 
accessible; I invite you to join 
together in the coming year to 
help define and prioritize our 
capital needs and dreams. Here 
– in no particular order and 
trying to record accurately what 
was handwritten are: 

Our Dearest Wishes
• More B & G (Wo)Man 

Hours

• Engage more members 
and grow

• Dig out the Sanctuary 
crawl space for a P.H. 
shelter and 12-step 
meeting space.

• Geothermal heat/ AC

• An addition for 
classrooms w/an 
elevator to all 3 levels

• Our church could be 
the center of great 
activity: music, 
speakers, readings, 
visual shows, film.  
This would feed the 
congregation, be a 
source of revenue and 
a tremendous magnet 
for active minds and 
spirits.

• cont’d on p. 8 
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• UCSI would have accessible Religious 

Exploration program & pay staff fair 
compensation.

• Theater group and Coffee House.

• Marry people in the LGBT Community.

• air conditioning.

• Provide services to strengthen marriages and 
nuclear families

• Build our own Unitarian retirement 
community

• UUCSI become a totally accessible 
community; we’d fix our physical plant; we’d 
bring in more people to share our community, 
and yeah, what the hell, end these crazy 
wars!

• The UU Church of SI would bring in ALL the 
residents of Staten Island together to bring 
peace, love & hope to all in the world.

• Start a Worldwide orphanage to give shelter, 
food & clothing and most important training 
in a trade to help the children to be 
productive

And there’s more...........
• Hard print more newsletters instead of Email & Send to those who request or charge a small subs 

price.

• Repair gutters for now.

• We would have a full time DRE

• The UCSI would get rid of all the Nuclear Power Stations.

• End hate crimes on Staten Island

Have Geothermal Heat

Be out of debt

• Buy and operate a Church Bus.

• The UCSI would have an accessible Religious Exploration program.

• We would get 100 more wonderful progressive “family” members to join our church.  I feel sorry 
for those out there in S.I. who don’t know about us.

• The UCSI would feed the hungry by sponsoring a food pantry.

So – that is quite an agenda.  We have our work cut out for us.  Together we can 
accomplish miracles!  

          Rona

• 1.  Continue to provide love & sanctuary;

2. Raise the awareness of social 
concerns and promote it to the world;

3. Research thoroughly and develop 
solutions to many of the world’s 
problems.

• Develop a first rate small arts center open 
to the community.

• Spread far more widely the the mission of 
the UCSI

• Illuminate the Rose Window

• UCSI would be a popular place to hang 
out.

• FEED THE WORLD.

• Have more diverse guest musicians.

• Start world peace


