UNITARIAN CHURCH OF STATEN ISLAND

APRIL, 2011

MinisterOs Column -p.6
April Events - p. 7

Special EditorOs
Note:To make room for
this special material

R. E. Page4
Worship Services
April 3 - May 1 - Unless

otherwise noted Rev. Karlson will

Coming Attractions, etc. - p. 8
some news items and Auction Flyer - p.9
features are omitted.

Stewardship, pps. 1-3

be in the pulpit and music will be
provided by Dr. Clark -p.5

www.unitarianchurchofstaten island.org

Minister: Rev. Susan Karlson; 347-446-0864; minister@uucsi.org
Music Director: Dr. Carolyn Clark; music@uucsi.org

Church Secretary: Stella Fishman: 718-447-2204; office@uucsi.org
Editor: Patricia Murphy; newsletter@ uucsi.org

Building a New Way

Stewardship Campaign 2011
"We make a living by what we get. We make a life by what we
give.”
W. Churchill

The steward, or “keeper of the hall”, was responsible for managing a
medieval household, an enormous responsibility. We are the stewards of
our church community. At our best we all feel that responsibility on the
deepest level and carry it out with devoted industry.

As stewards we use our gifts of talent, time and money to enable our
community to continue and grow. As individuals and as a community,
we need to share our joys and hopes for the Unitarian Church of Staten
Island and how we can care for our community. We began that process
at our mid-year community meeting and our recent draft budget review.

The goal of this Stewardship Campaign is for each household to
pledge to support the Unitarian Church of Staten Island. Making
provisions for the church is an affirmation and a statement about what
gives meaning to your life. Annual increases in our pledge levels only
add to the joy and satisfaction of church stewardship.

UCSI operating expenses total about $160,000. Each year we face
an operating deficit. We bridge the gap with funds donated in the past
to pay for the great work of the Unitarian Church of Staten Island in the
present. That deficit would be erased if each steward, each of us,
increased his or her giving by $13 more a week.

President®s Column

Page 10

"UCS! Winter 2009; photo by
Alan Kindler

Our spending is guided
by our vision and mission.
We place a value on the
things we value and hope
you do too.

We are asking you to
support our church as
fellow stewards of our
shared vision and mission.

312 FILLMORE STREET, STATEN ISLAND, NY 10301

718-447-2204
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PROGRAM BUDGET CATEGORIES

Worship, Music and The Arts

Enriching our community.

Making the world a better place.

Supporting and nurturing each other on our

search for truth.
This includes the staff, supplies, printing,
guests, training and Sanctuary that make our
weekly and small group experience of the
divine and human possible. Fostering visual
musical and artistic visions that open our
hearts and stimulate our minds.

Lifespan Religious Exploration

Supporting and nurturing each other on our

search for truth.
This includes the staff, supplies, printing,
training, curricula, RE events, youth programs
and trips and Adult Religious Exploration.

Justice Making
Enriching our community.

Making the world a better place.
This includes our social justice activities,
sheltering homeless men, feeding hungry
people, sponsoring forums and films,
partnering with other organizations against
hatred and for freedom regardless of national
origin, race or affectional preference, and
offering space for LGBT events and AA.

The UCSI’s vision is to be an inviting
spiritual community guided by our Unitarian
Universalist Principles. We affirm and
promote

The inherent worth and dignity of every

person;

Justice, equity and compassion in human

relations;

* Acceptance of one another and
encouragement to spiritual growth in our
congregations;

* A free and responsible search for truth
and meaning;

* The right of conscience and the use of

the democratic process within our

congregations and in society at large;

The goal of world community with peace,

liberty, and justice for all;

* Respect for the interdependent web of all
existence of which we are a part.

It is The Unitarian Church of Staten Island’s
mission to:

®* Open our hearts and home to enrich our
community;

* Extend ourselves to make the world a
better place;

® Support and nurture people as they
search for their own truth;

®* And share the responsibility for
sustaining our cherished home.

Metro New York District and Unitarian Universalist Assoaatmn -

Supporting and nurturing each other on our search for truth.

Sharing the responsibility for sustaining our cherished home.
This includes learning experiences at the District like New Dollars New Partners and Building
Healthy Congregations, connection to other Unitarian Universalist congregations, District and UUA
dues, leadership development for the minister through the UUMA, the Music Director through
UUMD and the Religious Exploration Coordinator through LREDA, GA and the District meeting, and

UU speakers and consultants.

Stewardshi Past Stewardshi

Supporting and nurturing each other on our search for truth.
Sharing the responsibility for sustaining our cherished home.
This includes activities such as maintenance of our building and grounds, fellowship events, sharing
in the arts, and communication with members and friends.

312 FILLMORE STREET, STATEN ISLAND, NY 10301
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Supporter

The church is a significant part of
my life and promotes my spiritual
growth.

Sustainer

The church is central to my identity,
and I am committed to sustaining
our programs.

Adjusted [Suggested| Monthly
Annual % of | Payment
Income | Income

Annual
Payment

Adjusted |Suggested| Monthly | Annual
Annual % of | Payment | Payment
Income | Income

$10,000 2% S16

$200

$10,000 3% $25 $300

$25,000 2% $42

$500

$25,000 %o $63 $750

$50,000 3% $125

$1,500

$50,000 4% S167 | $2.000

$75.000 3% $188

$2,250

$75,000 4.5% $281 | $3.375

$100,000 3.5% $292

$3.500

$100,000 5% $417| $5.000

$150,000 3.5% $438

$5.250

$150,000 5% $625 | $7.500

$200,000 4% $667

$8.,000

$200,000 5.5% $917 | $11,000

$300,000 5% | $1.250

$15,000

$300,000 6% | $1.500 | $18,000

$400,000 6% | $2,000

$24,000

$400,000 7% | $2.333 | $28,000

$500,000 7% | $2,917

$35,000

Visionary

I am committed to both the present
and future growth of my church.

$500,000 8% | $3.333 | $40.000

' Full Tithe

I designate 10% of my income to
the church as a way to live out my
spiritual principles.

Adjusted [Suggested| Monthly
Annual % of | Payment
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Annual
Payment

Adjusted [Suggested| Monthly | Annual
Annual % of | Payment | Payment
Income | Income

$10.000 5% $42

$500

$10,000 10% $83 | $1000

$25.000 5% $104

$1.250

$25,000 10% $208 | $2.500

$50,000 5% $208

$2.500

$50,000 10% $417 | $5.000

$75.000 6% $375

$4,500

$75,000 10% $625 | §7.500

$100,000 6.5% $542

$6,500

$100,000 10% $833 | $10.000

$150,000 6.5% $813

$9.750

$150,000 10% | $1.250 | $15.000

$200,000 7% | $1.167

$14,000

$200,000 10% | $1.,667 | $20.000

$300,000 8% | $2.000

$24,000

$300,000 10% | $2.500 | $30.000

$400.000 85% | $2.833

$34,000

$400,000 10% | $3.333 | $40.000

$500,000 9% | $3.750

$45,000

312 FILLMORE

$500,000 10% | $4.167 | $50.000
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RELIGIOUS EXPLORSASO! PAGE 4

How do we love thee? Let us count the meatballs!

A huge portion of noodles and thanks goes out to Sue Flynn
and Sarah Dolinar for orchestrating and cooking up another
fantastic spaghetti dinner.

April R.E. Schedule

Early Childhood Room

We are bowled over by the generous donation of your time, Further adventures with the
talent and treasure. The event raised $560.00 to benefit our curriculum Celebrating Me and
cherished Religious Exploration program. My World

Thanks also goes out to: Maureen Curran, Tommy Flynn,

Morna Martel, Linda Santlofer, Ann Marie Selzer, Jade April 3- "My World Has Fish”

Thompson, AND everyone who came out to support the event. April 10- “My World Has Water’
With extreme gratitude,
The Religious Exploration Committee April 17- Seder: Multi-Gen
Service

) April 24- "My World Has Flowers”
Eirst Sunday Event -- Easter egg hunt following

service
On Sunday, April 3rd, our explorer and youth groups are Sl -
invited to meet up at the Staten Island Archaeology Fair at EXxplorer oroup

Wagner College. April 3 - First Sunday Trip to

Our group will attend the event from 11am to 1 pm. This trip Staten Island Archaeology Fair
touches on the UU principles of world community and respect
for the interdependent web of all existence. April 10 - Toolbox of Faith

We'll explore relics of ancient societies and learn about global

cultures, participate in a mock excavation, meet a mummy, gl 17 srze WL gEn Seres

Viking, or a sett_ler from_Staten Island -- even try Roman sword April 24: Toolbox of Faith -
playl For more information, contact Kate Howard. Scavenger Hunt following service
And off they go ................. Youth Grou

April 1: Meeting with Brooklyn
For nearly a year the UCSI Youth Group and their guides Youth in Parish Hall

have dreamed, planned, and worked to make their service to

New Orleans a reality. We wish you and your Brooklyn partners | April 10: Meeting in the morning
a fabulous and fulfilling trip! followed by last minute Check-in
: for New Orleans Trip:t 12:30 pm.

April 16 - April 23 : New Orleans
Service Trip

312 FILLMORE ST. STATEN ISLAND, NY 10301
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APRIL WORSHIPSSERVACES PAGE 5

April 3, 10:45 a.m.
Yoga As Union:Beyond Pretzel Twisting & Aerobics

Yoga is an ancient practice that includes much more
than the physical postures or asanas. Sri Swami
Satchidananda said the goal of yoga was “a body of
perfect health and strength, Mind with all clarity and
calmness, Intellect as sharp as a razor, Will as pliable as
steel, heart full of love and compassion, Life full of
dedication and Realization of the True Self...” .

On this Stewardship Sunday, we also reflect on the
balance of our lives between the gifts we receive and the
gifts we offer.

Passover Seder

April 17, 10:45 a.m.
April 10, 10:45 a.m. Worship Leader: Rona Solomon

Integrity: Fulfilling Our Mission in Life Jown us for a ritual both old and new. We celebrate the

d th sh peopl Egypt, the oldest
I’ve been thinking of the adage, “to thine own self be exodus of the Jewnsh people from Egypt the oldes

frue”. Sometimes it’s a struggle just to be human—to feel liberation story we know, with traditional foods and songs..

the gamut of emotions course through us, especially those We remark on the courage of those long ago and in the
so-called “negative” emotions like anger, resentment and immediate past as the Egyptians won their chance for
jealousy.

Jreedom and we question what qualities we need to pursue
It’s a challenge to stay on course—to meet obstacles
head on, to find inspiration and guidance when we need it
most. This Sunday deals with integrity—being true to

oneself when life seems to get in the way.

April 24, time tba Easter Sunrise Service Join Rev. Susan Karlson
outside for a brief Easter Sunrise service followed by a light breakfast.

Jreedom in our own time.

1o contribute food or stories contact Rona at presideni@uucst.org

10:45 a.m. Easter: When Things Aren’t As They Appear To Be

The Easter narrative stories are about more than the happenings of one Easter
morning. These stories of Jesus at Eastertide tell how things appeared to his
followers at the tomb in the garden and later by the shore. Easter is about the
discovery that life is fuller, richer, deeper, and more complex and challenging than
it seems at first glance.

May 1, 10:45 a.m. All Purpose May Day

May Day has been celebrated with May Poles, parades, and feasts. It is also now

Workers’ Rights Day, even as we witness the move to abolish collective bargaining.
Today, we celebrate an All Purpose May Day—the beauty and joy of May Day and the
rights of every person to fair compensation and humane working conditions.

312 FILLMORE ST. STATEN ISLAND, NY 10301
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| woke up this morning
reflecting on this weekendOs
OGather the SpiritO conversation
with church leaders able to attend
this session facilitated by the
Committee on Ministry. Leaders
attending shared what they found
most meaningful about my
ministry with them these past
three years and what they wished
for most as we move forward.

As each person spoke, |
just listened. It was a profound
spiritual experience for me. Just
listening, | didnOt think so much
about my own thoughts or
feelings, or what | wanted to say
next. | felt deeply connected to
each person who spoke and |
learned so much more about
them. That feeling stayed with me
for hours afterwards.

People spoke about their
experience of me as a pastor, as
someone who empowers and
encourages people to share their
gifts. There was a general feeling
that | am fully present with them
and that they are proud of my
actions here on Staten Island and
in the larger community. And |
heard about their wishes for my
ministry and the shared ministry
of this churchNthe wish that |
would trust them more and
preach from a place of greater
spiritual depth. There was a

Building A New Way”

desire that worship be connected
to the fire of justice, the struggles
and challenges inherent in this
church community, and the rich
promises of Unitarian
Universalism.

| see where | have been
timidNconcerned about
departing too radically from what
| perceive as the least common
theological denominator among
us. ThatOs not fair to those who
want to go deeper, who have
come here to find a well to
quench their spiritual or human
thirst. No one service can
connect to the breadth of our
diverse theological beliefs or
perspectives but taken as a
whole, they can.

Last SundayOs spring
equinox worship brought chanting
and drumming, a deeper
understanding of the origins of a
goddess, multiple generations
and a movement of the spirit that
was energetic and inspiring.

In April, 101l do a worship
celebration on the gifts and
diverse practices of yoga as
union. Our Passover Seder
comes from the Jewish tradition
but has a widespread message
about the struggle for freedom
and liberation.

For the first time at this
church IOl hold an Easter Sunrise
service, followed by a more
traditional Easter message at the
usual time. This is a part of the
blessings of Unitarian
UniversalismNthat we engage
with one another in our common
human strivings while delving into
perspectives that are not our
own.

Ralph Waldo Emerson
said that, OThe true preacher can
be known by this, that he deals
out to the people his life N life
passed through the fire of
thought." | hope that you will give
me feedback about how we can
OBuild a New WayO with our
worship celebrations, events,
programs and offerings at the
Unitarian Church of Staten
Island. | look forward to hearing
from you as we move forward
together.

Happy Spring!

Susan

312 FILLMORE ST. STATEN ISLAND, NY 10301
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April’'s Main Events
Saturday, April 2nd
9:30 am Social Justice in Library
6:00 pm Fellowship Dinner
Monday, April 4th - 7:30 pm -Arts Committee
Tuesday, April 5th - 7:30 Membership at Ann
Kalil’s house
Sunday, April 10th -12:30 Special Meeting
2:00 Community Days
Wednesday, April 13th - Board of Trustees Mtg.
Saturday, April 16th - Arts Festival Opening
Friday, April 29th = Picture taking - Olin Mills
Saturday, April 30th - Clean-up Outdoors
Picture-taking Olin Mills
Note: The next 6 month cycle for small groups will

begin in April, you can still register.

Meeting on By-Law Change

Sunday, April 10th, 12:30, to consider changing
the length of membership time required to be elected
to the Board of Trustees from two years to one year;

and to become an officer from three to two years.

—

Gonzalo Mercado meets with

Social Justice Committee; photo by
Alan Kindler.

Spring Arts Festival Opening:
Saturday, April 16th

Words! Words! Words Spoken, Words Writte
Stories told, Mini-dramas --WHAT NEXT??

THREE WORKSHOPS START: 10:30AM

STORY-TELLING WORKSHOP

! ! POETRY WRITING &
PERFORMING WORKSHOP
PLAY ON WORDS WORKSHOP

AFTERNOON: REHEARSAL

EVENING: SHOWTIME and RECEPTION
7:30 PM - 9:30 PM

ART EXHIBIT IN THE SANCTUARY BY
STEVENUTT

AND IT°S ALL FREE!  Our yearly gifi to the Communaty!

— Joint Clean-up Project with El Centro

When Gonzalo Mercado met with the S,J. Committee in March
several joint projects were discussed, but one was planned for
implementation in April. On Sunday, April 10th, from 2:00 - 4:00 we will

join forces to clean up sections of Richmond Terrace.

Metro District Conference in Morristown and General
Assembly in North Carolina

Talk to Rona or John Adrian if you’re interested; there are some

scholarships or partial scholarships.

312 FILLMORE ST. STATEN ISLAND, NY 10301
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Our Odyssey Project Continues
May 22nd at 1:00 in the Library, Lillian Orrok

shares the story of her life’s journey with us in the

Church Library, floowed by a light collation.

Leadership Development/

Nominating

Activists needed and wanted! Are

you committed to the future of the
UCSI? Would you like to serve on the
Board? Or next year’s nominating

committee?

Let your light shine and share your talents in
a new role. Nominating Committee members
this year are Simone Andrews, Christine
Johnson, Randal Leason, and Patricia Murphy.
Speak to any of us or email

nominations(@uucsi.org.

May 1st - 4:00pm - 7:00 pm
Suzanne OOCallaghan needs your help:
* Make a basket
* Donate a Service
* Bring a Treasure to Auction
* Decorate
* Help at the Auction
Print and Distribute the RByer in this newsletter
emailauction@uucsi.orgsee or call Suzanne

Greg Greenaway and Brother Sun

Wow! We get to hear Greg both at our Sunday Service, May
22nd and sponsor a wonderful concert to benefit our music
program in the evening. Full story in the May Newsletter!!!

MEMBER NEWS

April 1st at 7:30 pm at the Irish Rep Theatre in
Manhattan, Kate Howard’s full length comedy, The
Elephant, about the inconvenience of human bondage will
be given a staged reading.

Left: Diane and Autumn in Winter! Photo by
BLACKPAWPHOTO.COM (Orsi)

312 FILLMORE ST. STATEN ISLAND, NY 10301
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The Unitarian Church

Ot

Staten Island

is proud to present the
=
WMay Day Auction
Sunday, May 1, 2011
4:00 - 7:00 pm (doors open at 3:00 pm)
$5.00 at the ddamcludes 2 drinks, wine or soda)
3:00 PM DOORS OPEN - MAY POLE IS OPEN
4:00 PM SILENT AUCTION BEGINS
5:00 PM LIVE AUCTION BEGINS
6:25 PM SILENT AUCTION CLOSES
RETIRE TO CHURCH HALL FOR
12 HOUR OF DELIGHTFUL MUSIC
:00 PM PAYMENTS COLLECTED

312 FILLMORE ST.

STATEN ISLAND, NY




LAST«WORD

We have to do the
best we can. This is
our sacred human

responsibility.
Albert Einstein

Here we are in the last
quarter of our fiscal year,
and as president I have a
new appreciation for the
stretch we must make to
have our ends meet. At the
same time as we are trying
to raise funds to cover last
year’s expenses, asking
each of you to dig deeper
and help close our gap, we
are collecting your pledges
of support for next year.
And all this takes place at
tax time, a time when we
most feel our fiscal
morbidity.

I have been working on
the budget for the Unitarian
Church of Staten Island.
For almost as long as I have
been a participant in this
community, we have lived
beyond our means. It's
easy to do. Our expense

budget is at least $160,000
and we give and get only
about $125,000. As they
say - You do the math.

So here is our challenge
- how can we monetize our
commitment to our
community? How, in this
time of financial stress and
hard times, can we help
each other to support and
grow our community? How
can we be our generous
selves when we are
struggling to close our
households’ financial circles?

Our annual stewardship
campaign begins April Fools
Day. During this campaign,
a courageous congregation
member - maybe me - will
call on you to talk about
your commitment to UCSI
next year. This is as difficult
a conversation for the

visiting steward as it is for
you. But it is vitally
important that we have
these conversations.

While the chief goal of
the stewardship campaign is
that we all step up and
pledge our financial support,
another is to encourage
your sharing the overall
stewardship of this
miraculous community that
has been entrusted to our
care. Tell your visiting
steward what you can share
of your time and talent, and
if there is something

standing in the way of your
commitment.

We’re asking for your
treasure - you will have our
attention.

Rona

Passover Seder
April 17th
10:45 am

Easter Sunrise Service
April 24th

May Day Auction
May 1st - 4:00 - 7:00pm




